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Introduction to the Technology Innovation Communities 2030 Special Issue

The socio-political transformation are key drivers for technology innovation communities.
These transformations have the possibilities to reshape the public discourse, thus influencing the
policy directions, and fostering inclusive or exclusionary dynamics within society. At the same
time, digital ecosystems continue to expand by facilitating the diffusion of new ideas and the
creation of spaces where ideological narratives are constructed, contested, and reinforced. The
Jean Monnet Module Technology Innovation Communities 2030 special issue explores how digital
technologies intersect with broader societal trends, particularly in the context of democratic
backsliding, gender inequalities, far-right populism, and digital inclusion.

At the core of the TIC2030 Special Issue is the question of how technology innovation
communities influence societal structures and political trajectories. At forefront are the ways in
which digital platforms are leveraged, whether for progressive activism, ideological
entrenchment, or economic empowerment determine their broader impact. Over the years, it was
shown that the regressive socio-political trends can be counterbalanced by the grassroots
technology initiatives with the help of fostering civic engagement, amplifying marginalized voices
and promoting digital literacy. Though when authoritarian actors seek to control public discourse,
same tools that enable inclusion can also serve as mechanisms for exclusion. Even more, the
relationship between policy-making and technology innovation highlights the importance of
regulatory frameworks that address the challenges posed by digital communities. As a result, this
aspect underlines the importance of the policies oriented toward ensuring data privacy,
promotion of the equitable access to technology and the fight against misinformation and in
shaping the digital landscape. In the moment there will not exist a proactive governance, there is
a possibility of existence of a polarized environment full of misinformation and polarization, thus
creating societal divisions.

Following this line of argument, the aim of this thematic issue is to have a deeper
understanding of the complexities surrounding technology innovation communities by bringing
together different discussion perspectives on societal inclusion, digital transformation and
political shifts. Even more, the aim is to make public and available for academia and policy-makers.
Lastly, by the recognition of the fact that technology can be regarded as both an enabler of progress
and a tool for regression is key to crafting strategies that harness its potential for more democratic,
inclusive, and resilient societies.

The starting point of this issue is with the focus on the contemporary political landscapes
in Central and Eastern Europe. Carina Stefania Puiu focuses on the rise of illiberal political actors
who instrumentalize digital platforms to promote narratives centered on cultural protectionism.
At forefront are the regression of women'’s and LGBTQ+ rights in Hungary and Poland, as well as
the stagnation of progress in Romania. Consequently, it highlights how political discourse is
increasingly mediated through online spaces. As a result, the traditionalist ideologies that portray
progressive values as external impositions are reinforced by the online platforms as arenas and
tools for resistance. Following this line of argument, the author examines the role of technology
and the phenomenon of democratic backsliding powered by the narratives that evolve within
digital spaces
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Another critical aspect of this discussion is presented by Georgiana-Dumitrita Danila by
focusing on the role of digital platforms in reinforcing or challenging gender inequalities. By using
data from the Romanian Gender Barometer, the author emphasizes that despite advances in
education and employment, occupational segregation remains prevalent due to entrenched
societal norms. Even more, the study reveals how digital and educational interventions can shift
attitudes towards gender roles, highlighting the transformative potential of online spaces in
challenging stereotypes. Nevertheless, digital innovation alone is not sufficient as the persistence
of traditional gendered socialization practices suggests and there must be a broader structural
change

The TIC2030 Special Issue also addresses the topic of far-right populist movements that
have also harnessed the power of social media to repackage and disseminate exclusionary
ideologies. Szilard Bartok, Xenia Caramete and Dana Rosca, look from a comparative perspective
at Fratelli d’'Italia and Fidesz and validate these parties effectively utilize Facebook and other
platforms. Through these platforms, as the authors show, there is a mobilization support, frame of
political debates and amplification of nationalist rhetoric on topics as LGBTQ+ rights and
immigration. As result, using NLP-driven analyses and semantic analyses, this issue delves into the
mechanisms that make far-right discourse particularly resonant within digital spheres. Even
more, it sheds light on the technological strategies employed to cultivate and sustain online
communities of support.

Finally, the last article by Fernando Varga, Maria-Henriete Pozsar and Sorana
Constantinescu address the issue of digital exclusion. At the forefront are the marginalized
communities such as the Roma in Romania. There is a crucial barrier to full societal participation,
as even if the research has focused on the social exclusion of Roma communities, their digital
exclusion remains underexplored. This study focuses on the ways digital platforms serve vehicles
for social and digital inclusion, enabling access to information, services, and cultural
representation with the help of an online community radio station
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